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Companies like 

Planet are letting us 

image the Earth at a 

higher temporal 

resolution than ever.



The GRACE mission is 

measuring minute changes in 

gravity to map the shape of 

the Earth and to monitor 

groundwater change 

globally. 



The Global Ecosystem 

Dynamics Investigation 

laser scanner is making 

detailed 3D maps of the 

Earthõs forests from 

space.



Drones are common 

and inexpensive enough 

to be easily deployed by 

researchers in a variety 

of field applications.



Lasers, cameras, and 

other sensors on cars 

are building and using 

òHD mapsó for 

autonomous driving.



Community -based mapping 

efforts like OpenStreetMap 

have provided a way to 

crowdsource geo -information, 

building our shared knowledge 

of the planet.


